
 

The four Sundays 

before Christmas 

Day comprise the 

season of Advent, 

the beginning of a 

new church year. 

The time from 

Advent to the Sunday just prior to Pentecost is a time 

when we focus on the anticipation for Jesus to come, 

his birth, his ministry, his passion and crucifixion, his 

resurrection, and his ascension. The Church knows 

this as “The Half-Year of our Lord”. 

Last Sunday, we marked “Christ the King”, or “Reign 

of Christ”, Sunday and, in doing so, acknowledged 

how much we need the presence of Jesus in our lives.  

As we hand off this powerful message into a new 

church year, a new cycle of worship, we enter a time 

of reflection and preparation for Jesus to come into our 

midst. This is what we do in Advent – we prepare for 

the first coming of Christ to earth in human form.  

During Advent we will light candles on a wreath each 

Sunday, symbolizing a building brightness from the 

darkness of a world barren of what Emmanuel came 

to bring us. Each Sunday, the light on the wreath 

becomes brighter and brighter until the full light of 

Christ arrives in our midst during our Christmas Eve 

services. 

 

 

In the meantime, we go about our preparations to 

celebrate the arrival of the Christchild – both in the 

church and in our daily activities. Trees are trimmed, 

festive decorations are installed, gifts are purchased 

and wrapped and mailed, dinners are planned, parties 

are attended, and by the time Christmas Day arrives 

a few Wednesdays from now, we will be exhausted 

from these preparations.  

The Church goes against the cultural grain, however. 

Advent is not a time of hustle and bustle but is instead 

a time to reflect as we remember the need for Christ 

to be with us and prepare ourselves spiritually for the 

birth of Jesus. Yes, our congregation is active during 

the Advent season with this Sunday’s “Hanging of the 

Greens”, the Holiday dinner, the Children’s program, 

the warm clothing and toy drives, the cabbage roll 

sale, and so many other activities. But our worship 

focus will be on preparing our souls and hearts for the 

theological celebration that begins at our Christmas 

Eve services. 

From your interim pastor and the rest of your church 

staff, may you have a blessed Advent that leads you 

to a joyous and merry Christmas. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Brian 



 

 
 
 
 
ANNUAL MEETING & ONA: The annual 
meeting was held on Sunday, November 17.  
All three motions passed: the 2020 proposed 
budget, the nominations of Jim Park, Jane 
Norton, and Darlene Isaacs to the 
Governance Board and the proposed ONA 
Covenant.   
 
SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE: The 

Search Committee received feedback from 

selected members on the church profile.  It is 

currently being reviewed by Rev. Nayiri 

Karjian, UCC Living Water Association 

General Minister.  

 

POINSETTIA SALE: Poinsettias in memory of 

or in honor of a loved one are available for just 

$8.50.  Please complete a yellow order form, found at the back of the sanctuary, and place it along with payment in 

the offering plate. Last day to order is December 1. 

 

HOLIDAY POTLUCK: Join us after worship on Sunday, December 8 following worship for our annual potluck lunch. 
Just bring yourself and a dish to share! 
 
THANK YOU: Many thanks to Chris and Bridget Frederick for donating the new clock in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
CABBAGE ROLL PICK UP: If you 

ordered FRESH cabbage rolls, they will 

be available for pick-up Friday, 

December 13 between 3-5pm.  If you 

ordered FROZEN cabbage rolls, they 

will be available after worship on 

Sunday, December 15. See Kathy 

Summers or Becky Bruce with 

questions.   

 

HOLIDAY CONCERT: Our friends at 
St. Peter's are hosting a concert 
featuring Mary Beth Ions, violinist, on 
December 10th. A limited number of 
complimentary (donations will be 
accepted at the door if you wish to 
contribute) tickets are available first 
come, first serve in the CCUCC office. 
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STEWARDSHIP FOR 2020: If you have not done so, 

please return your 2020 pledge card so the Finance 

committee can plan accordingly.  Extra cards are 

available at the back of the sanctuary or you can 

complete your card online at TheCCUCC.org.  

 

PRAISE UPDATE: Our new electronic sign has been 

installed! Next up is the remodeling of the library and 

upstairs offices to make additional office/classrooms 

space.  This will begin in January. 

 

 

TEXT MESSAGES: Text carriers now require an opt-

in adherence. The first time you receive a text 

message from CCUCC’s new number 87447, you will 

receive a message from Breeze informing you of how 

you can opt-out of the messages.  Texting has 

become an important form of communication for us 

so please opt in! If you would like to receive text 

reminders from CCUCC, please just make sure your 

cell phone number is on file with the Church Office.  

 
MAKE YOUR BATHROOM SAFER: Lorain County 
Public Health  in partnership with Lorain County 
Office on Aging have free bathroom grab bars + 
installation avaiable.  Residents ages 65+ can call 
440.326.4800 to sign up while supplies last. 



 

 

 

 

 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Our annual Sunday School Christmas Program will 

be Sunday, December 15 during worship.  Join us for a wonderful service full 

of holiday spirit and music. 
 

YOUTH GROUP GAME NIGHT: Saturday, November 30 at 6pm. Pizza and 
snacks! Bring a friend and enjoy a fun night! Please RSVP to the FB Event or 
call Melissa Thompson at 440-308-7785 or youth@theccucc.org. 
 
ADVENT WORKSHOP This year, the children will be working on a service 
project during the Advent Workshop on Sunday, December 1 following 
worship. They will be making Christmas cards for soldiers overseas.  
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Our annual program will be 
held on Sunday, December 15th at 10am. This year’s program is entitled "The 
12 Prayers of Christmas.”  Practices will be held:  

• Sunday, December 1 during Sunday School 

• Sunday, December 8 during Sunday School and 

• Saturday, December 14th at 9:00am 
 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING to our homebound CCUCC members * will 
be Friday, December 20 from 5-8pm. If you are able to attend, please contact 
Melissa at 440-308-7785 or youth@theccucc.org. This made such a difference 
in the lives of our senior members last year. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: Worship services will be held at 4:00pm and 

8:00pm on Christmas Eve.  All are welcome so please invite family, friends 

and neighbors! 

 

CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD: 

Conversations with God is a discussion 

group loosely based on the book by 

Neale Donald Walsch.  Join us for a 

lively discussion and fellowship time 

every Wednesday at 4:00pm. Reading 

the book is not required in order to 

participate. All are welcome! 
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DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH: CHRISTMAS FUND  

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a UCC Special Mission Offering that 
congregations have been supporting for over 100 years.  The offering is administered through the United Church 
Board for Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pension Boards.  Funds provide direct financial support 
to those who serve the church and are facing financial difficulties.  Active and retired clergy, lay employees, and 
their surviving spouses may be eligible for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health 
Premiums, Emergency Grants, and/or Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks. 
 

TOY AND COAT COLLECTION: TOY & CLOTHING COLLECTION: 

CCUCC will be providing Christmas gifts to children in need through 

the Good Shepherd Food Pantry.  Donations of NEW toys and 

clothing, sizes 12 months thru 14, will be accepted. Please leave the 

items unwrapped.  A collection box is outside Pastor Brian’s office. 

The last day to donate is December 15. 

CROP WALK: Our CROP Walk total for this year was 2130.00 
collected.  Every dollar helps feed people in our neighborhood and 
abroad.  
 
HAT & MITTEN TREE: Bring your 

donation of adult or children’s hats, mittens or scarves to the church and place it on 
the tree at the back of the sanctuary.  Donations will be given to the Neighborhood 
house in Lorain following our Christmas Eve services. 
 
 
 

 



Meeting Minutes 
 

Finance Committee – November 12, 2019 

• Pastor Brian reported that the Stewardship letters and pledge cards 
for 2020 were sent out this past week.  Members will be bringing in 
their pledges on Sunday the 17th when we have our annual meeting. 

• Judy will will meet with Mennonite Mutual Insurance in January to go 
over the church building insurance policy. 

• Progress on the sign – the sign is at R.E. Rice, an installation 
company has been contacted and we’re waiting on a date for it to be 
installed. 

 

Hospitality Meeting November 14, 2019 

• Budget for next year will stay the same as this year 

• Still have cookbooks for sale so think of them as Christmas gifts. If 
you have a garage or craft sale, please take some books to sell. 

• Becky also bought Missy Timko a gift card for all the extra she does 
for us like we did for Sandy Darvas for doing the Communion setup 
and take down every month! 

• Since we have sold 84 dozen cabbage rolls, we are going to make 
approximately half of them on Thursday, November 21st at 1 pm. We 
will finish making them on Friday, December 13th at 1 pm. 

• Advent Workshop Luncheon is December 1st. A light lunch of soup, 
ham sandwiches, chips along with a Birthday cake for Jesus will be 
provided for those decorating the church and the kids doing crafts.  

• Holiday Meal is December 8th. Drinks will be provided please bring 
either a main course, side dish or desserts – enough for 12 people. 

• Next meeting is Friday, Dec 13th during the cabbage roll making. 
 

Building and Grounds - Nov.12,2019 

• The new flooring downstairs is defective and will be replaced. Who 
will pay the labor costs is waiting for approval. 

• The next capital project is the lounge. A meeting with Shinsky is 
scheduled for January. 

• The new maintenance person has been putting out the garbage. A 
system needs to be set up to list work projects for  

• him and keep track of his hours. It was suggested that he and his 
family be invited to our Christmas dinner. Jim will do that and is also 
going to acquaint Eric with the church. 

• Spectrum will inspect the wiring to the church to resolve the 
intermittent wifi. 

• Rev. Burke is going to check with the fire dept. about a key lockbox. 
Should a security system be installed. and locking church doors after 
the service begins, signage for the doors were also discussed. 

 

Social Action & Mission – November 6, 2019 

• Pastor Brian purchased gift cards to have on hand for those in need. 
Talked about having emergency boxes of staples on hand.  

• Review of October Community meals:  27 people in Amherst, 32 
people in Lorain 

• 13 coats were purchased for Lorain and 2 coats for Elyria 

• November mission partner is St. Johns Church Clothing Pantry. 

• Ellen Wadge gave us good resources. They will be displayed on the board at the Lorain Community Meals. 

• Questioned the location of large sandwich board. 

December Birthdays 
 

Jim Keiser  December 1 

Al LaValley  December 1 

Kali Amato  December 2 

Judith Louk  December 2 

Linda Cullen December 3 

Penny Lotko December 3 

Carla Park  December 3 

Luke Naro  December 4 

Kenneth Collier December 5 

Ruth Wiseman December 7 

Patricia Yenni December 8 

F. VonMeyer December 9 

Richard Hooven December 11 
Karen Clark  December 12  

Goldie Bartlome December 14 

Karen Boas  December 14 

Amy Fritz  December 15 

Ginny Ackley December 17 

Ed Lotko  December 17 

David Mazzei December 17 

Jacob Morris December 20 

Terry Bruce  December 20 

Carol Pullins December 23 

Ellison Hawley December 23 

Lester Morris December 25 

Ben Thompson December 26 

Walter Frey  December 31 



   



 

379 South Main Street 

Amherst, OH 44001 

TheCCUCC.org 

(440) 988-9148 
 

 

ADVENT WORKSHOP & HANGING OF THE 
GREENS 
Sunday, December 1 following worship 
 

FELLOWSHIP SUPPER CLUB 
Monday, December 2 at 6:15pm 
 

MOVIE GROUP 
Tuesdays, December 3 & 17 
 

MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (MOPS) 
Wednesday, December 4 at 6:00pm 
 

7-UP! TEEN GROUP 
Thursdays, December 5 & 19 from 6-8pm 
 

AMHERST COMMUNITY MEAL 
Monday, December 9 from 5-6pm 
 

HOLIDAY POTLUCK 
Sunday, December 8 following worship 
 

 
 

 

MERRY MERRY CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Thursday, December 12 at 7pm 
At the home of Karen Barnes  
 

CABBAGE ROLL MAKING 
Friday, December 13 at 1:00pm 
 

SWAP ‘TIL YOU DROP COOKIE & GIFT EXCHANGE 
Saturday, December 14 at 10:30am 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Sunday, December 15 
 

CAROLING TO HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
Friday, December 20 from 5-8pm 
 

LONGEST NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE 
Saturday, December 21 at 5:00pm 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES at 4pm & 8pm 

 
For a complete list of events and activities, please 

visit www.TheCCUCC.org 
 

Weekly Scriptures and Sermons 
available for listening at: 

Facebook.com/TheCCUCC or TheCCUCC.org 
 
   

http://www.theccucc.org/


 


