
 
 

One doesn’t learn everything they need to know about church in seminary. 
 For example, I missed the class offering on construction management. And the one on elevator 
maintenance. And furnace repair. 
 And I must not have been paying attention when, during Interim Ministry training, we were told to 
change what is needed to prepare for a new settled pastor but to avoid making major changes. 
 So can we call the three phases of the main floor renovations “minor changes”? 
 Transformation of the restrooms, sanctuary, meeting spaces, and office spaces has taken place. 
We might say that these spaces undertook their Lenten journey to be transformed with the possibility of 
new life. 
 The projects you approved a decade ago – well, it seems like a decade, but it’s really only been 
about thirty months – have made the church building more functional for a 21st century congregation.  
 This is what Lent calls us into – a transformation of our inner selves in order to function as a 21st 
century Christian disciple. Imagine if we were stuck in the ways of 1843 when this building was originally 
constructed and tried to minister based on those needs?  
 Every generation has different strengths and concerns. In 1843, they never considered the needs 
of technology such as amplified sound, an electric blower for the organ, or a furnace that one didn’t need 
to stoke with wood or coal. Nor did they consider ministering to those with opioid addictions, chronic 
homelessness, or the current radical disparity between wealth and poverty that continues to grow. 
 We are positioning our ministry for its work in this generation even as we strive to give the next 
generation the best head start they can be given. We look forward to the future shaped by the lessons of 
the past, because we know that “God is still speaking”, 
 There is still more to be done in the building transformation … and there is always more to be done 
in our personal transformations. May the transformations we have been seeing and experiencing reflect 
new life in and around the ministry we do together. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Brian 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
               

  
OFFICE MANAGER: Shelly Hoffman has 
accepted the permanent position as our church’s 
office manager.  Office hours will be Tuesday 
through Friday 8:30am-12:30pm.   
 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE: As of February 20, the Pastoral Search Committee has continued to view profiles 

and will be begin interviewing prospective candidates. 

 

OFFICE CONSTRUCTION: Your PRAISE Capital Campaign dollars are still hard at work! Framing of our new offices 
and meeting room are complete and floor installation is underway.  
 
COFFEE AND CONVERSATION: On March 29th, Rev. Cordell Brown from Echoing Hills will 
be worshiping with us and attending the Coffee and Conversation. 
 
OUTBACK RAY: Our annual free community event will feature Outback Ray and his amazing 
crew of unique animals.  Mark your calendars for Friday, April 24, 2020 @ 6:30pm at CCUCC. 
To reserve your free seats, visit Eventbrite! 
 

EASTER FLOWERS: Help us spread Easter joy by sponsoring an Easter flower for 

display in our sanctuary. The flowers are $8.50 each and can be purchased in honor or 

memory of a loved one. To order, please complete a form found at the back of the 

sanctuary. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH: One Great Hour of Sharing 
One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that makes the love of Christ real 
for individuals and communities around the world who suffer the effects of 
disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship, and for those who serve 
them through gifts of money and time.  Today, projects are underway in 
more than 100 countries, including the United States and Canada.  In the 
1990’s, receipts have exceeded $20 million annually.  While specific 
allocations differ in each denomination, all use their One Great Hour of 
Sharing funds to make possible disaster relief, refugee assistance, 
development aid and more. 
Donations towards One Great Hour of Sharing will be accepted thru Sunday March 29th. 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES & EVENTS:  
• Our annual Palm Sunday potluck will be on Sunday, April 5 following worship.  Please bring a dish to share. 

Beverages and meat will be provided by the Hospitality Committee.   

• Our annual Maundy Thursday Tenebrae and light supper will be held on April 9 beginning at 6:30pm. 

• On Good Friday, the sanctuary will be open for personal prayer and reflection from 9:00am to 4:00pm.  

• Then join us Sunday, April 12 as we celebrate with our Easter services at both 8:30am and 10:00am.  
 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL THEME OF THE MONTH: Forgiveness  
Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.  Put up with one another.  Forgive one another. 

If you are holding something against someone, forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.  Colossians 3:13  

 
EASTER SUNDAY: Our Sunday school children will be singing during the Children’s Chat.   
 
FAMILY BOWLING  
Park Bar & Grille 
249 Park Ave., Amherst 
March 7, 2020 from 1-3pm 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Mark your calendars! This year’s VBS will be held June 29 – 
July 3.  Registration will open on April 1st on our website at www.TheCCUCC.org.  The Cost 
will be $15 per student ages 3 up to 6th grade.  Scholarships are available.  If you are 
interested in volunteering, please complete the volunteer form also found on the website.  
Please see Beth Naro for more information. 

 
SUMMER CAMP: Registration for 2020 Summer Camp at Templed Hills 
is now OPEN!!  There is a broad range of camps for varied interests (Sports, Music, Art, Drama, 
Swim, etc). Visit HeartlandUCC.org and click on Get Involved for more info and dates.  Together 
with the Rowland Foundation, we will be again offering scholarships for attendees of our Sunday 
School, Youth Group or Teen Group.  See Pastor Brian or Melissa Thompson for more 
information.  

 
PRIDE DAY: Please mark your calendars for AMHERST PRIDE DAY (Cleaning up Amherst) Saturday, May 16th 

Details TBA. 

 
THIRD GRADE BIBLES: As the tradition, our third grade Sunday School students will be presented with a bible 
on Sunday, April 5th during worship. 
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Meeting Minutes 
 
Building and Grounds Minutes – February 13, 2020 

• Reviewed quotes from BCT Alarm Systems, questions were raised 
about the cost such as is there a yearly fee? And the number of 
cameras needed.  A meeting will be set up with the company. 

• Black top will be a Spring project.  

• The firebox is on hold. 

• Reconfiguration of the lounge is almost done.  Microwave and faucet 
have been purchased and carpet ordered. 

• Downstairs flooring is being replaced. 

• The stove was repaired under warranty by General Parts of Cleveland.  
An extra thermometer was left with the church. 

• A list of contractors used by the church was started. 

• It was suggested we set up a paint list. 

• There is a possibility the pastor’s desk may need to be replaced. 

• Shinsky will be asked to look at the double doors and the front pillars. 
 
Finance Committee Meeting - February 11, 2020 

• Discussion of the rental for the basement hall was put on hold until the 
security system is installed. 

• New sound system in basement was expensed to buildings and 
grounds account. 

• A motion was presented by Tim and seconded by John to use money 
for the new Security/Fire system and computer enhancements from 
Gifts/Bequests.  The motion passed. 

• It was approved to open CCUCC Amazon Prime account as we use it 
often. 

• Cornerstone Revolving Loan Funds was discussed as a possible 
investment for our extra money in the checking account.  Further 
discussion was tabled until more members are present. 

• Information from John Schnockey was shared with the committee as 
to their recommendations for adjustments to our premium but was also 
tabled until more members are present. 

 
SAM- February 5, 2020 

• January 2020 Meals: Amherst 41 and Lorain 28 meals served. 

• The SAM and hospitality committee are looking to purchase a large griddle to use for community meals and church 
events.  Both committees can split the cost of the griddle. 

• We will be asking for volunteers to sign up for community meals.  The sign-up binder is in the kitchen.  

• The Souper Bowl of Caring brought in approximately 340 food items compared to last year of 190 food items.   

• We donated a one-time payment of $1,000 to the Lorain Health Center of Lorain, Ohio.  It is designated to help with the 
LBGTQ community as well as women’s health.   

• We donated a one-time payment of $1,000 to the Lorain Free Clinic located on Oberlin Avenue in Lorain. 

• The Lorain Cooperative Ministries will hold a wine and cheese night on May 9th, 2020 from 5-7pm at Christ Lutheran 
Church.  Each church will be asked to sell 25 tickets.  Our church will donate one tray of sweets for the chocolate 
fountain, two appetizers cheese trays from Fligner’s and we will ask Lea Sutorius to donate one of her delicious cakes 
for the raffle prize. 

March Birthdays 
 

Mary Jo Hooven  March 1 

Melanie Presler  March 1 

Connor Strickler  March 1 

Michael Bryda   March 4 

Brad Barnes   March 5 

Brian Frederick  March 7 

Roger Farr   March 8 

Kathy Summers  March 9 

Reagan Sutorius  March 10 

Anita Kubiske   March 11 

Kathy McGuire   March 15 

Michael Sutorius  March 15 

Chris Bailey   March 16 

Scott Isaacs   March 17 

Bob Kramer   March 17 

Foster Hawley   March 18 

Sandy Darvas   March 19 

Cal Mackowski   March 25 

Steven West   March 26 

Cheryl Fenik   March 27 

Becky Bruce   March 29 

Elaine Valentine  March 29 

Don Rosso   March 31 
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MOVIE GROUP 
Tuesdays, March 3 and March 17 
Regal Cinema Sheffield * Time TBA 
 
MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (MOPS) 
Wednesday, March 4 at 9:30am 
Wednesday, March 18 at 6:00pm 
 
7-UP! TEEN GROUP 
Thursdays, March 5 and 19 from 6-8pm 
 
FAMILY BOWLING & PIZZA 
Saturday, March 7 1-3pm 
Park Lanes 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
Sunday, March 8 & 29 following worship 

 
AMHERST COMMUNITY MEAL 
Monday, March 9 from 5-6pm 

 
LORAIN COMMUNITY MEAL 
Sunday, March 22 from 12:30-1:30pm  

 

 
For a complete list of events and activities, please 

visit www.TheCCUCC.org 
 

Weekly Scriptures and Sermons 
available for listening at: 

Facebook.com/TheCCUCC or TheCCUCC.org 
 
   
 
 

Upcoming 

Events 

http://www.theccucc.org/


 


