
 

 

 
                  January 24, 2021 
 
 
 

 
 
More Than Conquerors         
 
The Book of Romans is a unique book in the New Testament.  For one, when it was written, Paul had never 
been to Rome.  It seems strange that Paul was a Roman citizen, but he had not set foot in Rome itself.  
Also, unlike the letters to the Corinthians or Ephesians in which Paul confronts sinful behaviors, the focus 
of his letter to the Romans is to highlight the righteousness of God.  Some of the most well-known Scrip-
ture verses in the Bible are found in Romans 8:31-39: 
 
“What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold 
his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring 
any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?  As it is written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’  
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Before we can understand the contents of this letter, we need to know about its historical context: Rome’s 
persecution of the Jews.  About 100 years before Christ, the Roman general Pompey led the Romans to 
besiege Jerusalem and conquer Judah, capturing many Jewish people and bringing them to Rome.  The 
Jewish captives eventually settled in, gained a degree of autonomy and thrived to some extent by occu-
pying areas west of the Tiber River.  They were  
skilled people, craftspeople and merchants who developed their own economy - people traveling to Rome 
would often stop there along the way.  Even so, in the years that followed, there was a contentious rela-
tionship between Rome and the Jewish people.  The existence of the Jewish people was that of a con-
quered people, trying to make the best of their situation in Rome.   
 
When we read Acts 2:37-42, we see that Jewish people were part of the 3000 people whom Peter and the 
other Apostles baptized in the beginning of the Roman Christian Church.  A significant part of the Christian 
population came out of the Jewish population.  Fear, oppression, worry and anxiety were part of the ex-
perience for Jews and Gentiles who took part in this early rebellious, subversive movement called Christi-
anity. 
 
The early Roman Christians actively defied the civic mandate to worship the Emperor.  They were rene-
gades.  They resisted the Roman powers that could, and did, have them killed for their religious convic-
tions.  The early Roman Church was made up of people who were occupied, and I’m sure they were scared.  



 

 

But these early Christians could not deny the powerful event and experience of Jesus walking the earth.  
They had to tell the story, even if it meant persecution or death.   

 
For us now, we are blessed to live in a place and time where we can worship freely.  We are free from the 
fear of religious persecution,  relatively speaking.  I will say that last Sunday was the first time I felt like I 
was being persecuted for the way I worship.  I was very concerned by the notice from the UCC, reiterated 
by the Heartland Conference, that there were credible threats against churches from white supremacists 
and extremists.  Out of an abundance of caution, I decided to lead worship from home instead of church.  
I felt a little fear for Elizabeth or anyone else who might be on our church campus during the week.  Yet 
despite this, I have spent almost all of my life worshipping in church without suffering persecution. 
 
For many Christians, fear and anxiety is a big part of their reality.  I had a conversation with a church 
member who was scared after watching the recent news coverage.  The news business might better be 
called the “fear business.”  News channels and programs exist to earn ratings and make money from ad-
vertisers.  Watching too much news can make you really anxious and fearful.  I know this because my mom 
was an avid news watcher.  She used to have it on her TV almost all the time.  The sad thing was that it 
made her nervous and tense.  Her fight or flight system was on overdrive, which made it hard for her to 
heal from cancer and other ailments she suffered from.  She once told me, “they’re coming for our guns.”  
I said, “you don’t have any guns, mom!”  I pleaded with her, “Turn the news off - watch something else.  
It just makes you angry and scared.”  Eventually, she did try to watch less of the news and switched to 
channels like the Food Network.  But she was still afraid. 

 
A great way to mitigate that fear is to read Romans 8:38-39, which says, “For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  Whatever we are seeing on the news, we don’t have to be scared of it!  Nothing we fear can ever 
take us out of God’s hands or remove us from God’s presence.  We can pray to God to save us from our 
fears, and we can use these verses as the basis for our prayers. 
 
Our Scripture asks: “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  Paul does not ask this question to inspire 
the Roman Christian Church to rise up against the powers that be - the powers that persecute them.  He 
does not intend for Christians to take up arms and conquer their oppressors.  
 
No, Paul makes it clear that as Christians, we are more than conquerors, and that the powers of fear have 
no real power.  We are not called to match them.  We are called to be better than them, claiming a real 
victory in Christ.  We don’t become Christians to be conquerors, but to be conquered!  Jesus calls us to 
surrender to God’s will and offer our lives in service and obedience to the one true king, who then inspires 
us to serve and to love one another. 
 
God’s will for us is clearly illustrated in Paul’s letter.  Paul inspires the church to take heart, not to take up 
arms, but to trust in the Lord who loved us enough to send Jesus for our salvation.  Paul inspires the Roman 
church to actively resist Roman oppression by placing their hope in Jesus and God’s ultimate justice.  I 
believe that God uses Paul’s letter to instruct us as well.  We are to lay down our fears and trust in God’s 
plan, God’s mercy and ultimately, God’s justice. 

 
I have to be honest.  When I hear about Christians in the world being persecuted and attacked for their 
faith, it stirs in me a visceral response.  It makes me want to fight.  I want to physically conquer those who 



 

 

are mistreating and even killing our Christian brothers and sisters in other countries.  It is my human nature 
to return violence for violence.  Jesus, however, calls us to rise above our human nature and love even 
our enemies.  Luke 6:27 says it clearly: if you want to be a true follower of Christ, love your neighbors, but 
also love your enemies. 

 
I struggle with this command from Jesus. But if I want to be more than a conqueror, if I want to be better 
than those who use their power to oppress, I have to learn to love them.  When I love my enemies enough 
to honestly and authentically pray for them, I look more like Jesus.  When I ask God to forgive the people 
that hurt me or make me feel afraid and try to forgive them myself, I look more like Jesus.  But when I 
demand violence against those who persecute people like me - people that are Christians, I sound more 
like a zealot.  I sound like… well…. Judas. 

 
It's not easy.  Paul instructs the church in Rome, which was under heavy persecution, to hold on, to have 
faith, to trust in God’s goodness, God’s plan, God’s providence and more importantly God’s justice.  Paul’s 
words reassure the church in Rome that justice will come.  They may not see it in this lifetime, but it will 
come.   

 
And Paul’s words are not just for those early Christians - they are for us too.  They give us hope that real 
victory is found in Jesus.  As God’s children, we are called to be different.  We are called to share God’s 
love in the world, knowing that God is always with us. 

 
There are no chains in the world that can bind our faith.  There are no man-made prison walls that can 
separate us from God’s love.  There are no rulers in this world that can conquer our spirit.  There is no 
darkness that the light of Jesus can’t shine through.  And with the light of Jesus in our hearts, we are more 
than conquerors.  We are healers, ministers, teachers, leaders. 
 
And we are builders - builders of a kingdom, a dream for this earth that Jesus came all this way to tell us 
about, and in so doing, Jesus conquered our hearts.  Ah, but Jesus is more than a conqueror.  He is a healer, 
a minister, a teacher, a leader - and he builds us up with His Holy Word and His Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


